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A Study of Tone Repetition

— Using two Songs of Schubert and two Preludes of Chopin
as Examples

Ding, Yan-Hai
Professor, Department of Music, Tainan University of Technology

Abstract

In this paper, Schubert’s “Die liebe Farbe” and “Die bose Farbe” of Song cycle
‘Die schone Miillerin’, as well as Chopin’s Preludes no.6 in b minor and no.15 in
D-flat major op.28 as the research object, explore the “Tone repetition” approach and
significance of writing. The case of the “Tone repetition” occurred virtually in every
music piece. When the music is progressing, the pitch location of the “Tone
repetition” constitutes a partial and complete repeated same tone. The 4 pieces in the
“Tone repetition” under the constraint of writing, in addition to “Die bdése Farbe”
harmony less writing, the other three pieces have rich chords, rich harmony eliminates
the possibility of monotony and boredom. The 4 pieces are not only “Tone repetition”,
but also with “Interval repetition”, “Chord repetition” in acoustic sound.

Schubert's “Die liebe Farbe” is a one hundred percent of “Tone repetition”, as
many as 536 same tones, conveys the paranoid idea; 26 percent of “Tone repetition”
in “Die bose Farbe” is only in the imitation of horn sound. Therefore we can say, the
former one is the idea of “Tone repetition” writing, the latter a descriptive writing.
Chopin's Prelude in b minor as many as 99 percent “Tone repetition” writing, the
music is full of melancholy sense of rendering; the Prelude in D-flat major has 82
percent “Tone repetition”, the A section of this Prelude is like a light drizzle
beautifully in melody, B section is like downpour, expressing the horror. Therefore
we can say, the former one is the idea of “Tone repetition” writing, the latter a mix of

descriptive writing and idea.

Keywords: Schubert, die schone Miillerin, die liebe Farbe, die bose Farbe,

Chopin, Prelude
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